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Abstract:

The most deprived section of the society is the dalit women. They are the
innocent, Poor, illiterate and easy targets for sexual harassment. The women face not
Just caste violence inflicted on them by the dominant castes, but also state violence.
This caste discrimination is inherited by birth. Dalit women are facing multiple
oppressions violating their economic, political, social and cultural rights. Besides
reservations alone cannot carry forward this democratic process; the provisions for
education and employment by the state, will help raise capabilities and awareness
among Dalits, together with political mobilization through civil society and political
parties. Indian society with thousands of years of its oppressive, anti-human and
status quoits history could be changed through democracy, practiced through vibrant
self-governing institutions at the village level. However, it is not a quantum jump but
a painfully slow process.
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Introduction

According to the Hindu caste
hierarchy, there are four castes namely
the Brahmins (priestly caste), the
Kshatriya (warriors), the Vaishyas
(traders and the Shudras ( menial task
workers). Below this four tier caste
ladder is another rung, who are called the
untouchables ( Panchamas). Among the
untouchables, the status of women is
further eroded and closely linked to the
concept of purity. Dalit women are thrice
discriminated, treated as untouchables
and as outcastes, due to their caste, face
gender discrimination being women and
finally economic impoverishment due to
unequal wage disparity, with low or
underpaid labour. This is what the rigid,
fundamentalist Hindu promotes through
continuation of caste system, imposing
the Brahminical values to maintain the

caste system.” The creation of a humber
of Hindu religious books including the
Manusmriti, Atharva Vedas, Vishnu
smriti, and many others like these and
their strict compliance by the Brahmans
(upper priestly hindu caste), led to a
society in which equality between men
and women was far from existent. Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, an architect of the
Indian constitution, also makes it very
clear in his article titled “The rise and
fall of Hindu woman” that the root cause
of suffering for women in India are these
so called Hindu religious. Books like the
Manusmriti divide people into a stratified
caste system and promote inequality
between men and women. According to
the Manusmriti, women have no right to
education, independence, or wealth
(n.pag). It not only justifies the treatment
of dalit women as a sex object and
promotes child marriage, but also
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