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Abstract

This paper examines the contribution of Indian English literature to environmental concerns,
with a focus on its alignment and divergence from global environmental fiction. It explores
how Indian writers integrate ecological issues with socio-political realities such as
displacement, marginalization, and postcolonial identity. Through an eco-critical framework,
the study analyzes two significant novels—The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh and Latitudes of
Longing by Shubhangi Swarup—to demonstrate how environmental narratives are shaped
within the Indian context.

The paper argues that Indian environmental fiction differs from Western eco-fiction by
emphasizing the interconnectedness of ecology, culture, and politics rather than focusing
solely on climate crisis or dystopian futures. It further highlights how Indian texts foreground
ethical dilemmas between conservation and human survival while also presenting nature as
an active, dynamic force. By comparing these works with broader environmental fiction, the
study underscores the uniqueness of Indian literary responses to ecological challenges.

The paper concludes by suggesting that Indian English literature, as of 2026, plays a crucial
role in expanding global environmental discourse and is likely to evolve further through
interdisciplinary and climate-focused narratives
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Introduction

The idea of environment is gaining prominence in the realm of literature across the
world responding to ecological invasions that threaten the existence of others on the planet and
which impacts the world at large in varying degrees. Throughout globally, Indian English
literature has been recognized as an arena where debatable constructions of environmental
concerns have resurfaced and revisited by the writers amid socio-political flows and flux.
Against global environmental fiction that portrays dystopian futures and less sympathetic
representations of climate concerns, Indian writing engages with ecological pondering that
traverse human habitation in plantation colonies, the marginalized existence and post-colonial
consciousness.

The pertinent relationship between man and nature reflects neither a romantic-
ideological picture nor seems to be oversimplified. This study intends to examine the depiction
of eco-consciousness of contemporary Indian writers through narratives that negotiate ecology
and culture and the work, such as, The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh and Latitudes of Longing by
Shubhangi Swarup among others.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretative approach grounded in eco-criticism, an

interdisciplinary framework that examines the relationship between literature and the physical
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environment. Eco-critical analysis allows for a nuanced understanding of how literary texts
represent ecological concerns while engaging with broader socio-political contexts.

The primary texts selected for analysis are The Hungry Tide (2004) and Latitudes of
Longing (2018). These novels are chosen for their rich engagement with environmental themes
and their representation of diverse ecological landscapes within India. Close textual analysis is
employed to examine narrative strategies, thematic concerns, and character representations.
The study also incorporates comparative insights from global environmental fiction to highlight
points of convergence and divergence.

Review of Literature

Eco-criticism as a field has gained prominence through the works of scholars such as
Cheryll Glotfelty and Lawrence Buell, who emphasize the role of literature in shaping
environmental awareness. Buell argues that environmental texts often reflect ethical
relationships between humans and the natural world, a perspective that is particularly relevant
in the Indian context.

Environmental consciousness in Indian writing has increasingly been interpreted
through the lens of ecocriticism, a theoretical framework that critiques anthropocentrism and
foregrounds the interdependence of human and non-human worlds. Critics such as Lawrence
Buell argue that literature plays a formative role in shaping ecological imagination by
reorienting readers toward environmental ethics, a perspective that resonates strongly in
Indian texts where nature is often depicted as an active agent rather than a passive backdrop
(Pandey, 2014). Similarly, Sandip Kumar Mishra views ecocriticism as a response to
environmental crises caused by human exploitation, emphasizing that literary works expose
ecological imbalance and challenge dominant modes of consumption.

In the Indian context, scholars note that writers like Amitav Ghosh and Ruskin Bond
depict environmental degradation alongside cultural disruption, thereby linking ecological
concerns with postcolonial realities and social ethics. This aligns with the argument of Kumari
Shikha, who asserts that Indian fiction shifts critical focus from purely social relations to
“natural relationships,” positioning humans as integral components of a broader ecosystem.

Moreover, Indian ecocritical discourse is distinguished by its engagement with
indigenous philosophies and cultural ecology. Ankdeep Kaur Attwal critiques the overreliance
on Western theoretical models, arguing for an interpretation of Indian literature rooted in
native eco-philosophical traditions that emphasize harmony between humans and nature.
Contemporary critics like Alok Nath Goswami further observe that Indian English literature
integrates environmental concerns with narratives of sustainability, illustrating how fiction can
promote ecological awareness and ethical responsibility. Sanjiv Kumar and Prakash Bhadury
reinforce this view by asserting that literature acts as a “mirror” reflecting the
interconnectedness of all life forms, thereby fostering environmental consciousness among
readers. Collectively, these critical perspectives reveal that Indian writing not only documents
ecological crises but also functions as a transformative medium that cultivates environmental
sensibility, blending literary aesthetics with urgent ecological advocacy.

In Indian literary studies, critics like Ramachandra Guha and Amitav Ghosh have drawn
attention to the cultural and political dimensions of environmental issues. Ghosh, in particular,
critiques the limitations of conventional climate narratives in addressing the complexities of the
Global South. His novel The Hungry Tide exemplifies this critique by foregrounding the
ecological and human tensions in the Sundarbans.
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Similarly, Shubhangi Swarup’s Latitudes of Longing has been noted for its lyrical
exploration of landscapes and its emphasis on interconnectedness between human and non-
human worlds. Scholars have observed that Indian environmental fiction often departs from
Western models by integrating indigenous knowledge systems and emphasizing sustainability
and coexistence rather than domination over nature.

Discussion

The Hungry Tide and Latitudes of Longing offer compelling representations of
environmental consciousness, though through distinct narrative modes. In The Hungry Tide,
Amitav Ghosh situates the narrative in the precarious ecology of the Sundarbans, where human
and non-human forces constantly collide. The novel foregrounds ecological uncertainty and
human vulnerability. For instance, the narrator reflects on the landscape’s instability: “The tides
reach as far as two hundred miles inland and every day thousands of acres of land are lost and
reclaimed” (Ghosh, 7). This emphasizes the fluid, ever-changing geography that defines life in
the region.

Further, the ethical tension between conservation and livelihood is sharply articulated:
“It was people like Fokir... who were paying the price of conservation” (Ghosh, 248-249). This
highlights how environmental policies often marginalize already vulnerable communities. In
another moment, nature’s indifference is starkly presented: “The sea has no pity, no memory”
(Ghosh, 225), reinforcing the idea of nature as an autonomous, indifferent force. Ghosh also
integrates indigenous ecological knowledge through Fokir, whose intuitive understanding of the
tides contrasts with scientific methods. Piya observes: “He seemed to know the river as if it were
a living being” (Ghosh 72). This line underscores the novel’s emphasis on non-Western
epistemologies.

In contrast, Latitudes of Longing by Shubhangi Swarup adopts a lyrical and expansive
ecological vision. The novel opens with a striking evocation of interconnectedness: “The earth
remembered everything—every step, every whisper” (Swarup 19), suggesting that nature itself
holds memory and consciousness. Swarup frequently dissolves boundaries between human and
non-human worlds. For instance: “She could feel the forest breathing, as though it had a pulse of
its own” (Swarup 24). This personification of nature aligns with eco-critical ideas of ecological
agency. In another passage, the narrative expands beyond the human perspective: “Islands are
not still—they drift, they remember, they wait” (Swarup 18-19), reinforcing the dynamism of
landscapes.

The novel also reflects on environmental fragility: “The sea was rising, inch by inch, as if
reclaiming what was always its own” (Swarup 21). This subtle reference to climate change
avoids overt dystopia while still conveying urgency. Furthermore, Swarup emphasizes
emotional and ecological interconnectedness: “Grief travelled through the soil, through roots
and stones” (Swarup 26), suggesting that human emotions are embedded within ecological
systems. Another notable line captures the philosophical depth of the novel: “To belong was not
to possess, but to be held by the land” (Swarup 22). This challenges anthropocentric notions of
ownership and instead proposes a reciprocal relationship with nature.

Relevance

This paper contributes to the field of eco-criticism by highlighting the distinctiveness of
Indian environmental fiction within the broader framework of global literature. It underscores
the importance of integrating cultural, political, and ecological perspectives in literary analysis.
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By comparing Indian texts with global environmental narratives, the study offers new insights
into the ways literature can address pressing ecological challenges.

Furthermore, the paper emphasizes the relevance of interdisciplinary approaches in
understanding environmental issues. It opens avenues for future research on Indian literature’s
role in shaping sustainable and inclusive environmental discourses.

Conclusion

Indian English literature offers a rich and nuanced engagement with environmental
issues, reflecting the complexities of the country’s ecological and socio-political landscape.
Through the analysis of The Hungry Tide and Latitudes of Longing, this paper demonstrates how
Indian writers articulate environmental consciousness in ways that are both locally grounded
and globally relevant.

These texts move beyond conventional environmental narratives by emphasizing
interconnectedness, ethical responsibility, and the dynamic relationship between humans and
nature. As environmental crises continue to intensify, such literary interventions play a crucial
role in shaping public discourse and fostering ecological awareness.
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