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Abstract	
India's	political	landscape	is	a	dynamic	and	diverse	arena,	driven	by	a	complex	interplay	of	national	
and	regional	parties.	The	 formation	of	alliances	has	been	a	crucial	 feature	 in	shaping	the	country’s	
governance,	influencing	policy	directions,	and	determining	electoral	outcomes.	This	article	delves	into	
the	 historical	 evolution	 of	 party	 alliances	 in	 India,	 examining	 their	 profound	 impact	 on	 national	
politics,	governance,	and	democracy.	Additionally,	it	explores	the	latest	emerging	trends,	including	the	
growing	polarization,	shifting	voter	behaviour,	and	the	resurgence	of	regional	coalitions	in	response	
to	dominant	national	parties.	
Through	this	comprehensive	analysis,	we	aim	to	understand	how	these	alliances	have	transformed	
over	 time,	 their	 successes	 and	 failures,	 and	what	 they	 signify	 for	 the	 future	 of	 India’s	 democratic	
framework.	
Keywords:	Alliances,	voting	behaviour,	coalitions,	electoral	politics,	political	stability.	
	
Introduction	
																																India,	the	world’s	largest	democracy,	has	a	multifaceted	political	structure	with	
numerous	political	parties	that	represent	a	wide	array	of	regional,	social,	and	ideological	interests.	
An	alliance	is	a	coalition	formed	between	two	or	more	parties	with	common	goals	or	ideologies	
to	increase	their	collective	strength	and	influence.	These	partnerships	are	typically	designed	to	
mobilize	 resources,	 expand	 electoral	 interests,	 and	 maximize	 chances	 of	 electoral	 success	 in	
democratic	 systems.	 In	 this	 context,	 political	 alliances—collaborations	 between	 political	
parties—play	 a	 vital	 role	 in	 determining	 the	 course	 of	 Indian	 politics.	 These	 alliances,	which	
include	 both	 formal	 coalitions	 and	 informal	 agreements,	 have	 been	 instrumental	 in	 electing	
governments	at	both	the	state	and	national	levels.	Political	alliances	are	often	a	necessity	in	India’s	
multiparty	system,	as	no	single	party	can	easily	win	an	election	on	its	own	due	to	the	complex	
nature	of	India’s	electorate.	Over	the	years,	these	alliances	have	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	
formation	 of	 governments,	 policy	 decisions,	 electoral	 strategies,	 and	 even	 the	 relationship	
between	national	and	regional	politics.	
Historical	Background	of	Party	Alliances	
																																																					The	history	 of	 alliances	 in	 India	 dates	 back	 to	 the	1880s	when	 the	
Congress	 itself	 functioned	 as	 an	 alliance	 during	 the	 colonial	 struggle.	 Before	 India	 gained	
independence,	 alliances	 were	 often	 formed	 within	 colonial	 institutions	 and	 political	
organizations,	although	these	were	primarily	centered	on	the	Indian	National	Congress	(INC)	and	
the	British	colonial	rulers.	The	alliances	here	were	more	centered	around	securing	autonomy	and	
representation	for	Indians	within	the	British	colonial	system.	
	Post-Independence	Era	
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																														After	 Independence,	 the	 Indian	 alliance	 of	 political	 parties	 can	 be	 traced	 back	 to	
1950.The1949	announcement	of	a	by-election	for	a	vacant	seat	in	West	Bengal	sparked	the	formation	
of	an	alliance	of	leftist	parties.	In	this	election,	the	INC	candidate	was	defeated.	The	Bolshevik	Party,	
Revolutionary	Socialist	Party	and	the	Revolutionary	Communist	Party	of	India	were	all	announced	to	
form	alliance	in	order	to	win.	The	Bolshevik	Party,	the	Revolutionary	Communist	Party	of	India,	the	
Socialist	Unity	Centre	and	both	wings	of	Forward	block	joined	forces	to	defeat	the	congress	candidate.	
In1952,	the	INC	was	defeated	by	the	Congress	Socialist	party	and	the	Kisan	Mazdoor	Party.	
																													India	 initially	 adopted	 a	 single-party	 dominant	 system	 with	 the	 Indian	 National	
Congress	at	the	helm.	However,	over	time,	regional	parties	emerged,	and	by	the	1960s	and	1970s,	India	
witnessed	the	rise	of	coalitions.	The	first	significant	coalition	at	the	national	level	was	the	Sampurn	
Kranti	alliance	in	1977,	which	came	to	power	after	the	Emergency	period	under	Indira	Gandhi.	
Coalition	Politics	and	the	1980s	
The	1980s	marked	a	critical	phase	in	Indian	politics	as	regional	and	caste-based	parties	began	to	assert	
their	influence.	The	shift	towards	coalition	politics	became	more	pronounced	with	the	formation	of	the	
National	 Front	 (1989)	 and	 later	 the	 United	 Front	 (1996),	 which	 saw	 regional	 parties	 gaining	
prominence	in	national	governance.	
The	1990s:	Rise	of	Coalition	Governments	
The	 1990s	 represented	 a	 significant	 turning	 point	 in	 Indian	 politics	 with	 the	 advent	 of	 coalition	
governments	at	the	Centre.	Following	the	end	of	Congress’	dominance,	the	Bharatiya	Janata	Party	(BJP)	
and	the	Indian	National	Congress	formed	alliances	with	regional	parties	to	secure	power.	This	period	
witnessed	 political	 instability	 with	 several	 governments	 being	 short-lived,	 underscoring	 the	
challenges	of	coalition	governance	in	a	fragmented	political	environment.	
The	2000s:	The	NDA	and	UPA	
In	the	2000s,	two	major	coalition	alliances,	the	National	Democratic	Alliance	(NDA)	led	by	the	BJP	and	
the	United	Progressive	Alliance	(UPA)	led	by	the	Congress,	dominated	Indian	politics.	These	alliances	
marked	 a	 period	 of	 stability	 and	 major	 policy	 reforms.	 The	 NDA	 government	 under	 Atal	 Bihari	
Vajpayee	(1998–2004)	saw	key	economic	reforms	and	infrastructure	development.	The	UPA,	under	
the	leadership	of	Manmohan	Singh	(2004–2014),	focused	on	welfare	policies,	rural	development,	and	
social	justice.	
After	2014:	The	Dominance	of	NDA	
Since	2014	the	BJP	continues	its	dominant	political	position.	Though,	its	vote	share	has	declined	by	a	
single	percentage	point	in	2024	general	elections,	with	losses	in	the	Hindi	belt	largely	offset	by	gains	
in	eastern	and	southern	India.	While	the	Congress	Party	has	enjoyed	a	revival,	its	vote	and	seat	share	
falls	well	behind	the	BJP’s.	
Structure	and	Motivations	of	Party	Alliances	
Pre-Poll	Alliances:	Parties	form	alliances	before	elections	to	pool	their	voter	bases,	minimize	vote	
splitting,	and	present	a	united	front.	Examples	include	the	NDA	and	UPA.	
Post-Poll	Alliances:	These	alliances	form	after	elections,	usually	when	no	party	secures	a	majority.	
The	1996	United	Front	government	exemplifies	this,	where	multiple	parties	came	together	to	prevent	
the	BJP	from	forming	a	government.	
Regional	 Alliances:	 Predominantly	 aim	 to	 secure	 state	 power.	 Examples	 include	 the	 Trinamool	
Congress	 (TMC)	with	 regional	 allies	 in	West	 Bengal	 or	 the	 Aam	Aadmi	 Party	 (AAP)	 aligning	with	
regional	forces	in	Punjab.	
National	Alliances:	Seek	to	form	the	central	government,	like	the	NDA	and	UPA.	The	national	parties’	
form	alliances	with	different	regional	parties	in	many	states	in	India.		
Strategic	objectives	of	Political	alliances	

1. Electoral	Success:	 In	a	multiparty	system,	no	single	party	can	often	win	a	majority,	 leading	
parties	to	form	alliances	to	pool	resources,	mobilize	voters,	and	win	elections.	Hence,	alliances	
of	Parties	became	the	essential	feature	of	Indian	Party	system.	

2. Governance:	Coalitions	at	 the	state	and	national	 levels	help	 in	 forming	stable	governments	
that	can	pass	legislation,	enact	policies,	and	address	the	needs	of	a	diverse	population.	
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3. Ideological	Synergy	or	Pragmatism:	Alliances	may	be	 forged	based	on	common	 ideological	
positions	 or,	more	 commonly,	 pragmatic	 considerations	 such	 as	 the	 pursuit	 of	 power	 and	
access	to	resources.	

4. Regional	Representation:	Regional	parties	often	form	alliances	with	national	parties	to	ensure	
their	influence	in	the	national	governance	structure,	giving	them	a	platform	to	push	for	local	
concerns.	

Nature	of	Alliances	
Political	alliances	in	India	are	often	characterized	by:	

1. Fluidity	 and	 Opportunism:	 Alliances	 in	 India	 are	 often	 opportunistic,	 formed	 based	 on	
immediate	electoral	needs	or	common	political	interests,	but	they	frequently	shift	in	response	
to	changing	political	dynamics.	

2. Diverse	Ideologies:	Alliances	often	bring	together	parties	with	contrasting	ideologies,	such	as	
the	BJP	and	regional	parties	in	the	National	Democratic	Alliance	(NDA).	These	alliances	are	
formed	out	of	necessity	rather	than	shared	principles.	

3. Pre-Election	and	Post-Election	Alliances:	While	pre-election	alliances	are	formed	to	create	a	
strong	electoral	base,	post-election	alliances	are	often	critical	in	forming	governments,	as	no	
party	typically	has	a	majority	on	its	own.	

Impact	of	Political	Alliances	on	National	Politics	
1.	Policy-Making	and	Governance:	Alliances	often	necessitate	policy	compromises	to	accommodate	
the	diverse	interests	of	coalition	partners.	For	example,	the	UPA	government	(2004–2014),	reliant	on	
the	 Left	 parties	 for	 support,	 introduced	 welfare	 schemes	 like	 the	 National	 Rural	 Employment	
Guarantee	Act	(NREGA)	but	faced	constraints	on	economic	reforms.	Conversely,	the	BJP-led	NDA	(2014	
onwards)	managed	 to	 push	 bold	 reforms,	 partly	 due	 to	 a	 strong	majority	 but	 still	 had	 to	 balance	
regional	allies’	interests.	
2.	Rise	of	Regional	Parties:	Alliances	have	elevated	the	role	of	regional	parties	in	national	politics.	
Parties	 like	 the	DMK,	TMC,	and	Telugu	Desam	Party	 (TDP)	have	wielded	considerable	 influence	 in	
coalition	 governments,	 extracting	 significant	 policy	 concessions,	 financial	 packages,	 and	 cabinet	
positions.	This	decentralization	has	amplified	regional	voices	at	the	national	level.	
3.	Electoral	Strategies	and	Voter	Behaviour:	Alliances	 reshape	electoral	 strategies.	 In	 states	 like	
Bihar,	 the	 Mahagathbandhan	 (Grand	 Alliance)	 of	 Rashtriya	 Janata	 Dal	 (RJD),	 Congress,	 and	 other	
smaller	parties	countered	the	BJP’s	rise	 in	2015	by	consolidating	caste	and	community	votes.	Such	
strategic	alliances	influence	voter	behavior,	often	overriding	ideological	differences	to	present	a	united	
alternative.	
4.	Stability	vs.	Instability:	While	alliances	have	led	to	more	representative	governance,	they	also	bring	
political	instability.	The	United	Front	governments	of	1996–1998	collapsed	due	to	internal	conflicts.	
On	 the	 other	 hand,	 the	 NDA	 under	 Atal	 Bihari	 Vajpayee	 (1999–2004)	 demonstrated	 that	 stable	
coalitions	are	possible	with	effective	leadership	and	a	common	minimum	program.	While	coalitions	
may	seem	unstable	at	first,	they	have	historically	contributed	to	stable	governance	in	India.	The	UPA	
and	NDA	were	both	 able	 to	 complete	 full	 terms	 in	 office,	 enacting	 significant	 economic	 and	 social	
reforms.	
5.	 Ideological	 Dilution	 and	 Opportunism:	 A	 significant	 criticism	 of	 alliances	 is	 the	 dilution	 of	
ideological	 commitments.	 Parties	 with	 contrasting	 ideologies,	 like	 the	 BJP	 and	 PDP	 in	 Jammu	 &	
Kashmir	 (2015),	 formed	a	government	despite	stark	differences,	 leading	 to	governance	challenges.	
Alliances	sometimes	appear	opportunistic,	driven	by	power	rather	than	shared	principles.	
6.Representation	 of	 Diverse	 Interests:	 	 Alliances	 help	 in	 representing	 diverse	 socio-economic,	
regional,	 and	 cultural	 groups	within	 the	 political	 system.	 For	 example,	 parties	 that	 cater	 to	Dalits,	
backward	 classes,	 and	minorities	 are	 able	 to	 exert	 influence	 through	 alliances,	 ensuring	 that	 their	
concerns	are	addressed	in	national	policymaking.	
7.	Decentralization	of	Power:	 Coalitions	often	 require	negotiations	between	 central	 and	 regional	
political	forces,	thus	decentralizing	power.	This	can	be	beneficial	for	India’s	federal	structure,	ensuring	
that	local	issues	are	given	due	attention.	
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8.	 Corruption	 and	 Opportunism:	 Alliances	 can	 often	 lead	 to	 instances	 of	 political	 opportunism,	
where	 parties	 prioritize	 power-sharing	 over	 ideology.	 This	 can	 foster	 corruption,	 as	 parties	 may	
support	policies	and	leaders	based	on	the	rewards	of	power	rather	than	public	interest.	
9.	 Compromises	 and	 Policy	 Paralysis:	 To	 maintain	 alliances,	 parties	 often	 make	 significant	
compromises	on	policy	decisions.	This	can	lead	to	policy	paralysis,	where	the	government	struggles	to	
enact	 reforms	 or	 address	 critical	 national	 issues.	 The	 need	 for	 consensus	 among	 diverse	 partners	
sometimes	leads	to	watered-down	policies.	
10.	Results	in	new	factions	in	Regional	Parties:	The	National	Parties	with	an	ambition	to	gain	space	
in	power	or	government	have	been	 resorted	 to	 split	 the	 regional	parties.	The	 split	of	 Shiv	Sena	 in	
Maharashtra	shows	a	new	phenomenon	in	Indian	Political	system.		
Conclusion	
																	The	 future	 of	 alliances	 depends	 on	 evolving	 voter	 aspirations,	 regional	 dynamics,	 and	
leadership.	With	increasing	youth	participation,	social	media	influence,	and	urbanization,	alliances	will	
need	to	balance	regional	identities	with	national	narratives.	The	emergence	of	new	regional	forces,	like	
AAP's	national	 ambitions,	 and	 the	 resurgence	of	opposition	coalitions	against	 the	BJP’s	dominance	
signal	that	alliances	will	remain	a	cornerstone	of	Indian	politics.											
						Party	 alliances	 in	 India	 have	 profoundly	 shaped	 the	 country's	 political	 trajectory,	 fostering	
diversity,	representation,	and	competitive	democracy.	While	they	enhance	regional	voices	and	policy	
negotiations,	they	also	bring	challenges	of	instability,	ideological	compromises,	and	opportunism.	As	
India’s	 political	 landscape	 continues	 to	 evolve,	 alliances	 will	 undoubtedly	 remain	 pivotal	 in	
determining	the	future	of	national	politics.	
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