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Abstract:	This	paper	uses	 intersectionality	as	a	critical	 theory	 to	 the	analysis	of	 the	selected	short	
stories	by	Alice	Munro,	namely	Demarginalizing	 the	 Intersection	of	Race	and	Sex,	The	Beggar	Maid,	
The	Office,	Miles	City,	Montana,	Friend	of	My	Youth,	and	excerpts	in	Dear	Life	to	illustrate	how	gender,	
class,	 rurality,	 memory,	 and	 generational	 identity	 intertwine	 to	 provide	 female	 subjectivity.	
formulation	of	intersectionality	(1989,	1991)	and	Black	feminist	thought	as	developed	by	Patricia	Hill	
Collins,	 the	paper	shows	the	ways	 in	which	Munro	narratives	manifest	 the	 intersection	of	 the	 two.	
Instead	of	 introducing	 the	 oppression	of	women	 as	 an	 exclusively	 gender-based	phenomenon,	 the	
fiction	of	Munro	proves	that	social	identities	can	work	simultaneously	both	in	the	cultural	frames	and	
the	 economic	 ones.	 This	 paper	 reflects	 on	 the	 interactions	 of	 patriarchal	 norm,	 class	 mobility,	
domestic	expectations,	and	psychology	memory	structures	 through	scrutinizing	 text	 to	understand	
how	these	themes	as	unfolded	in	the	lives	of	the	protagonists	in	Munro.	The	paper	places	Munro	in	a	
wider	feminist	and	intersectional	literary	discourse,	her	role	in	comprehending	the	nature	of	women	
lived	experiences	in	Canadian	society.	
Keywords:	Alice	Munro,	intersectionality,	feminist	criticism,	rural	identity,	gender,	class,	Canadian	
literature.	
	
Introduction	

Alice	Munro,	a	Nobel	Laureate	 in	the	English	Literature	 is	considered	to	have	made	a	very	
remarkable	 contribution	 to	 the	 book	 of	 English	 and	 short	 stories	 (Mandal	 and	Kumar,	 2022).	Her	
short	 stories	 have	 changed	 the	 genre	 radically,	 breaking	 the	 plots	 of	 the	 traditional	 form	 and	
adopting	 the	 expansiveness	of	 interior	 and	 conflicting	 lives	 (Khoso	 et	 al.2024).	To	understand	 the	
ways	 in	which	gender,	 identity	and	cultural	milieu	succumb	 in	her	stories,	Paper	will	compare	her	
short	stories	Dear	Life,	Beggar	Maid,	The	Office,	Miles	City,	Montana,	and	Friend	of	My	Youth	by	 the	
feminist	 literary	 theory	 and	 intersectionality	 to	 explain	 how	 gender,	 identity,	 and	 cultural	 milieu	
intertwine	 with	 each	 other	 in	 her	 stories.	 The	 narratives	 show	 aspects	 of	 intersectionality	 in	 the	
stories.	 The	 stories	 of	 Munro	 are	 universal	 through	 set	 in	 backdrop	 of	 Canadian	 Culture.	 Her	
characters	are	 full	of	originality	and	real-life	experiences	 that	are	 the	role	models	of	women.	Each	
narrative	takes	us	through	a	complexity	of	the	lives	of	women.	The	stories	alternate	in	time	i.e.	we	
can	notice	the	absence	of	 linearity.	 Intersectionality	 is	highly	present	 in	the	stories.	We	are	able	to	
analyse	 the	 stories	 in	 more	 than	 one	 way	 as	 opposed	 to	 gender	 alone,	 there	 is	 a	 multifaceted	
interaction	of	socio	cultural,	psychological,	and	economic	dynamics.	The	experiences	of	characters	in	
the	 stories	 in	 the	 selected	 stories	 are	 a	 combination	 of	 several	 factors.	 Intersectionality	 is	 the	
theoretical	perspective	that	allows	the	detailed	study	carried	out	in	this	paper.	The	entire	stories	are	
examined	to	have	the	how	the	characters	of	women	are	bound	together	in	the	intersectional	layers	of	
gender,	classes,	family	duty,	and	memory.	
Aims:	



 
International	Journal	of	Academic	Research	
This	 work	 is	 licensed	 under	 a	 Creative	 Commons	
Attribution	4.0	International	License	[CC	BY	4.0]	

P-ISSN:	2348-7666:	Impact	Factor:	7.215	
Homepage:	https://www.ijar.org.in/	
Volume-13,	Issue-1(7),	Jan-Mar-2026	

 

 44 

1. To	apply	intersectionality	as	a	critical	framework	for	analysing	Alice	Munro’s	short	stories.	
2. To	explore	how	gender,	identity,	and	cultural	milieu	intersect	in	shaping	female	subjectivity	

within	Munro’s	narratives.	
3. To	highlight	universal	resonance	in	Munro’s	characters	and	narratives.	

Objectives:	
Textual	Analysis:	Close	reading	of	the	selected	short	stories;	Dear	Life,	The	Beggar	Maid,	The	Office,	Miles	
City,	Montana,	Friend	of	My	Youth	to	identify	intersectional	themes.	
Theoretical	Application	Employ	Kimberlé	Crenshaw’s	 intersectionality	 theory	alongside	 feminist	 literary	
perspectives	to	interpret	Munro’s	narratives.	
Narrative	 style:	 Analyse	 Munro’s	 use	 of	 non	 -linear	 storytelling,	 realism,	 and	 everyday	 detail	 as	
techniques	that	reveal	intersectional	complexities.	
Identify	 intersectional	 elements	 within	 the	 constructs	 of	 the	 stories	 and	 locate	 the	 gaps	 to	 give	 new	
insights.	
Literature	Review:	

In	many	ways,	the	scholarly	discussions	of	the	work	by	Alice	Munro	emphasize	the	fact	that	the	
author	 is	 deeply	 interested	 in	 the	 Canadian	 socio-cultural	 realities,	 as	 well	 as	 in	 the	 complex	 lives	 of	
women	 in	 these	 settings	 (Mandal	 and	 Kumar,	 2022).	 The	 ingenious	 use	 of	 plot,	 characterization,	 and	
setting	to	depict	the	enigmas	of	her	female	protagonists	is	one	of	the	areas	where	many	critics	have	delved	
into	 the	 innovative	 narrative	 tools	 used	 by	Munro	 (Khoso	 et	 al.	 2024).	 (Studena)	 As	 an	 example,	 such	
aspects	 as	 autobiographical	 components	 and	 stylistic	 tools	 in	 stories	 such	 as	 Dear	 Life	 have	 been	
addressed	in	the	studies	by	Moayad	Ahmad	Alshara	and	his	collaborators,	which	discuss	the	ways	in	which	
setting	and	other	characters	express	the	actual	 life	experiences	of	Munro,	but	do	not	tend	to	regard	her	
experimental	style	in	terms	of	narration	(Khoso	et	al.	2024).	On	the	other	hand,	other	researchers	focus	on	
psychological	 realism	of	Munro	and	her	 skill	 to	explore	 the	 inner	world	of	 the	minds	of	her	 characters,	
their	motives,	fear,	and	desires,	engaging	and	expressing	them	in	an	emotional	and	true	way	(Khoso	et	al.	
2024).	It	is	said	that	this	psychological	realism	is	clear	and	deep,	as	it	gives	the	readers	an	opportunity	to	
struggle	with	the	nature	of	human	psyche	and	the	intricacies	of	human	behavior	and	feeling	(Khoso	et	al.	
2024).	Interventionalist	in	the	short	stories	of	Alice	Munro	usually	comes	out	in	the	form	of	her	depiction	
of	 women	 with	 various	 traits	 that	 include	 the	 submissive,	 the	 rebellious,	 and	 the	 many	 socio-cultural	
realities	 that	prevail	 in	 the	 rural	Canada	 (Mandal	and	Kumar,	2022).	 Such	 subtle	portraits	demonstrate	
that	Munro	can	go	beyond	basic	categories	and	describe	women	whose	identities	are	complexly	influenced	
by	 the	 surrounding	 world	 and	 social	 attitudes	 on	 a	 larger	 scale	 (Mandal	 and	 Kumar,	 2022).	 Her	 tales	
always	pursue	the	role	of	women	in	different	phases	of	life,	as	young	girls,	career	woman,	lover,	wife,	and	
mother,	with	reference	to	Canadian	social	environment,	its	culture,	traditions,	and	scenarios	(Mandal	and	
Kumar,	2022).	Her	short	stories	are	not	only	entertaining	and	describing	the	life	of	Women	in	Canada,	but	
the	characters	are	canonized	to	be	prayed	to	by	the	world	and	to	be	observed	with	godlike	qualities.	The	
complexity	 of	 characterizations	 created	 by	Munro	 can	 be	 seen	 typically	 as	 the	means	 of	 how	 personal	
agency	is	limited	and	empowered	in	the	context	of	socio-historical	conditions,	especially	in	the	domestic	
space	and	in	small	towns	(Mandal	and	Kumar,	2022).	
Theoretical	Framework:	

Intersectionality	 is	 the	 major	 theoretical	 framework	 used	 in	 this	 study.	 Kimmerle	 Crenshaw	
(1989)	 was	 the	 first	 to	 express	 the	 idea	 when	 she	 wrote	 her	 landmark	 essay,	 Demarginalizing	 the	
Intersection	 of	 Race	 and	 Sex,	 and	 stated	 that	 neither	 race	 nor	 gender	 is	 a	 system	 that	works	 solely	 but	
intersect	 to	 create	 a	 distinct	 experience	 of	 marginalization.	 The	 framework	 was	 later	 extended	 by	
Crenshaw	 in	 its	 article,	Mapping	 the	 Margins	 (1991),	 which	 highlights	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 experiences	 of	
women	 cannot	 be	 analyzed	 using	 single-axis	 analysis.	 In	 Black	 Feminist	 Thought,	 Patricia	 Hill	 Collins	
(2000)	continued	to	elaborate	on	intersectionality	by	showing	the	ways	in	which	gender,	class,	race	and	
culture	 interconnect	 in	 power	 structures.	 One	 of	 the	 ideas	 that	 Collins	 has	 developed	 is	 the	 so-called	
matrix	 of	 domination	 that	 allows	 explaining	 how	 social	 hierarchies	 influence	 lived	 experiences	 not	
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independently	but	coexisting.	Using	this	model	on	the	short	stories	of	Alice	Munro,	specifically	The	Beggar	
Maid,	 The	 Office,	Miles	 City,	Montana,	 and	Friend	 of	My	 Youth,	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 conduct	 an	 analysis	 that	
transcends	the	traditional	feminist	analysis.	The	female	characters	created	by	Munro	are	influenced	not	by	
the	purely	 gendered	 oppression	but	 by	 overlapping	 influence	 of	 class	mobility,	 Canadian	 culture	 of	 the	
country	life,	domestic	ideology,	memory	of	the	generations,	and	psychological	inheritance.	
Methodology	

The	paper	uses	the	intersectional	feminist	literary	criticism,	which	brings	together	the	concepts	
of	 feminist	 theory	 and	 intersectionality	 to	 understand	 how	 aspects	 of	 gender,	 class,	 culture	 and	 other	
factors	that	overlap	determine	the	life	of	women	in	the	short	stories	by	Alice	Munro.	The	seminal	texts	are	
examined,	 taking	 into	 consideration	 the	 ideas	of	Kimberley	Crenshaw	and	adding	 the	 ideas	of	 the	post-
colonial	 theory.	 The	 paper	 shows	 the	 importance	 of	 the	way	Alice	Munro	 depicts	 the	 characters	 in	 the	
stories.	Intersectional	Elements	Analysis	of	short	stories	to	be	analyzed:	
Analysis	of	intersectional	Elements	in	selected	short	stories:	
The	 Beggar	 Maid:	 In	 The	 Beggar	 Maid,	 Munro	 introduces	 the	 character	 of	 Rose	 who	 has	 to	 balance	
between	 the	boundaries	of	 class	mobility	and	gendered	expectations	 in	 the	Canadian	society.	The	affair	
between	 Rose	 and	 Patrick	 brings	 out	 tensions	 that	 were	 rooted	 in	 the	 economic	 desire	 and	 cultural	
identity.	 Although	 her	 gender	 limits	 her	 socially,	 the	 combination	 of	 the	 two,	which	 is	 the	 intersection	
between	 class	 and	 gender,	 amplifies	 the	 marginalization.	 The	 metamorphosis	 of	 Rose	 is	 not	 feminist	
liberation	only,	but	an	intersections	negotiation	between	the	country	life	and	intellectual	aspiration	with	
romantic	dependency.	The	story,	 therefore,	demonstrates	that	class	mobility	makes	female	agency	more	
complicated	and	more	than	just	emancipated.	
Office:	The	Office	is	a	drama	that	addresses	family,	career	and	the	surveillance	of	society.	The	fact	that	the	
nameless	 narrator	 tries	 to	 rent	 an	 office	 indicates	 her	 need	 to	 have	 some	 intellectual	 freedom.	But	 the	
patriarchal	intrusion,	that	is	represented	by	the	dominating	appearance	of	the	landlord,	demonstrates	the	
policing	 of	 the	 female	 professional	 spaces.	 In	 this	 case,	 gender	 comes	 across	 with	 spatial	 politics	 and	
economic	 autonomy.	Munro	 proves	 that	 creative	 emancipation	 is	 limited	 by	 domestic	 requirements	 as	
well	as	social	mistrust	of	female	independence	
The	Miles	City,	Montana:	The	story	is	a	narrative	that	moves	on	the	past	and	the	present.	The	narration	
in	the	first-person	narrative	provides	the	emotional	experience	of	the	narrator	as	she	explores	the	theme	
of	memory,	marriage,	and	frailty	of	life	through	a	turning	point,	a	traumatic,	event	(Shajan	and	Thakur).	It	
explores	the	intricate	relationship	between	love,	loss	and	the	persistent	influence	of	childhood	events	on	
adulthood	 identity	discovering	 the	extent	 to	which	 the	societal	expectations	and	 the	unique	histories	of	
individuals	are	internalized	and	determine	individual	reactions	to	crisis	(Khoso	et	al.;	Shajan	and	Thakur).	
It	 is	 another	 piece	 that	 shows	 intersectionality	 that	 proves	 the	 fact	 that	 there	 is	 no	 single	 axis	 of	
oppression	but	 a	 complicated	network	of	 forces	 that	 impact	 the	 lives	of	people	 and	predetermine	 their	
fate,	the	idea	that	Munro	reveals	through	the	subtle	descriptions	of	social	values	and	expectations	of	the	
Canadian	society	(Mandal	and	Kumar,	2022).	
Friend	of	My	Youth:		The	Story	is	about	the	journey	the	narrator	goes	on	.	This	is	because	the	process	of	
life	is	also	a	journey	and	memories	also	play	a	major	role	in	our	interpretation	of	life.	The	parallels	in	this	
story	are	human	relationships,	memories	and	frailty	of	life.	The	novel	can	elaborate	on	the	true	nature	of	
being	 through	 the	 ordinary	 events	 in	 the	 novel,	 thus,	 mastering	 Alice	 Munro.	 The	 novel	 explores	 the	
psychological	effects	of	a	past	on	the	current	days.	Experiments	with	memory	and	its	incessant	impact	on	
modern	 identity	 are	 the	 reasons	 to	 emphasize	 that	 Munro	 has	 a	 deep	 knowledge	 of	 the	 psychological	
depth	of	a	person	(Khoso	et	al.	2024).	
Dear	Life:	The	narration	is	an	autobiographical	and	introspective	one.	It	exposes	the	life	of	Munro.	This	is	
a	story	of	the	myriad	experiences	of	the	narrator	throughout	the	course	of	her	life.	The	aspects	of	human	
relationships,	the	psychological	instability	of	the	characters,	the	effects	of	past	on	the	present,	the	aspects	
of	 death	 and	memory	 are	 interwoven	all	 over	 to	 create	 a	 rich	 tappet	 on	human	 influences	on	personal	
legacy	 and	 the	 development	 of	 identity	 (Shajan	 and	 Thakur,	 2024).	 In	 the	 story,	 Dear	 Life,	 Munro	
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introduces	 the	 issues	 of	 gender,	 classes,	 human	 relations	 and	 psychological	 features	 that	 create	 and	
influence	the	characters	of	females	(Madhavi,	2024).	
	Intersectional	dimensions	within	the	short	stories		
Gender	 and	 Patriarchy:	 	 In	 Dear	 Life,	 The	 Beggar	 Maid	 and	 The	 Office,	 Munro	 portrays	 women	
confronting	patriarchal	influences	in	their	lives.	In	Dear	Life,	Munro	reflects	on	her	mother’s	restricted	life	
and	limitation	imposed	by	patriarchal	norms	in	rural	Canadian	culture.	She	observes:	“My	mother’s	life	was	
ruled	 by	 limitations,	 by	what	 she	 could	not	 do,	 by	what	was	not	 allowed.”	 (Dear	Life,	 2012,	 p.	 323).	This	
shows	how	women	are	 confined	within	 the	patriarchal	 structures.	 Even	Munro	 states	 in	 the	 story	how	
patriarchy	 shaped	her	 childhood	experiences.	 In	The	Beggar	Maid,	 patriarchy	 intersects	more	 explicitly	
with	class	and	gender.	The	relationship	between	Rose	and	her	wealthy	suitor	Patrick	portrays	how	women	
are	restricted	to	depend	on	male	authority.	Patrick	controls	Rose	in	the	story.	“He	thought	he	was	rescuing	
her,	lifting	her	out	of	her	background,	but	she	knew	he	was	also	binding	her	to	his	own	expectations.”	(Munro,	
The	Beggar	Maid,	1978,	p.	90)	 .	 In	The	office,	Munro’s	narrator	wants	 to	 set	up	an	office	 to	pursue	her	
dreams	to	become	a	writer.	She	seeks	to	acquire	an	identity	of	her	own.	However,	she	is	interrupted	by	her	
landlord	frequently	and	her	dreams	were	considered	trivial	by	him.		The	narrator	reflects,	“He	seemed	to	
think	it	was	odd,	a	woman	wanting	an	office,	and	he	came	in	often,	as	if	to	check	what	I	was	doing”(Munro,	
The	Office,	Dance	of	the	Happy	Shades,	p.	68).		
Class	and	Economic	Inequality:			Class	disparity	and	economic	and	societal	constraints	mark	the	events	
in	 the	 short	 stories	 selected	 for	 close	 study.	 The	 uniqueness	 is	 that	 the	 stories	 selected	 for	 study	 have	
women	as	central	characters.	The	narratives	revolve	around	women	and	their	explorations	with	elements	
of	intersectionality	in	the	societies	they	are	positioned	in.	In	Miles	City,	Montana,	Munro	presents	how	class	
differences	exist	alongside	gender	performance	shaping	 identities	and	relationships	 in	a	 subtle	manner.	
The	narrator	reflects,	“We	were	middle-class	travelers,	careful	with	money,	proud	of	our	independence,	but	
always	aware	of	what	we	lacked	compared	to	others”	(Munro,	Miles	City,	Montana,	The	Progress	of	Love,	p.	
91).	 This	 awareness	 of	 class	 is	 seen	 along	with	 gendered	 expectations	 thereby	 showing	 how	 class	 and	
other	elements	intersect.	
Cultural	Milieu	and	Universality	in	the	works:	Munro’s	stories	depict	rural	and	urban	Canadian	culture	
and	its	dynamics	in	a	vivid	manner.	Her	works	represent	women	in	rural	and	urban	backdrops.	Women	
protagonists	in	all	stories	defy	the	restrictions	imposed	on	them	with	grit,	determination	and	strong	will.	
In	Friend	of	My	Youth,	rural	Canadian	settings	intensify	the	isolation	and	subjugation	of	female	characters	
underscoring	how	geography	intersects	with	cultural	and	social	structures.	This	aspect	 is	noteworthy	in	
Munro’s	works.	There	is	a	universal	touch	in	her	short	stories.	The	impressions	and	experiences	and	inner	
thoughts	of	the	characters	are	relatable	to	women	around	the	world.		
Intersectionality	in	narrative	style	and	structure:	

The	narratives	make	a	concrete	reflection	of	 the	complexities	of	 intersectionality	 in	all	 seminal	
works	that	are	read	and	analyzed	closely.	The	main	characters	are	women	and	their	narrations	are	not	in	
one	 way	 but	 in	 different	 ways.	 The	 relations	 between	 the	 characters	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	 society	 are	
complex.	Women	are	entangled	in	the	intricacies	of	the	society,	family,	culture,	and	memory.	The	style	of	
narration	 used	 by	 Alice	 Munro	 can	 be	 described	 as	 having	 a	 fragmented	 structure	 and	 non	 -linear	
narration	(Khoso	et	al.	2024).	In	such	a	way,	she	is	able	to	investigate	the	complex	relationship	between	
the	past	and	the	present	and	how	the	past	still	influences	the	identities	and	choices	of	her	characters.	This	
disjointed	 style	 reflects	 the	 non-linear,	 intricate	 way	 memory	 itself	 is,	 namely	 how	 characters	 re-
experience	 and	 re-create	 their	 past	 experiences	 to	 explain	 their	 current	 situation	 (Shajan	 and	 Thakur,	
2024).		
Discussion:	

A	 close	 analysis	 of	 the	 chosen	 short	 stories	 indicates	 a	 steady	 interaction	 of	 intersectional	
constituents	 of	 gender,	 classes	 and	 cultural	milieu	 in	 an	 intertwined	way.	 Short	 stories	 of	 Alice	Munro	
include	the	elements	of	gender,	class,	sociocultural	aspects,	family,	and	psychological	aspects.	The	quality	
of	narrative	and	the	subject	matter	of	her	writings	have	continuously	shown	the	complex	issues	of	women	
and	 their	 victory	 in	 the	Canadian	 society	 (Mandal	 and	Kumar,	2022).	Munro	has	a	 realistic	 and	natural	
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portrayal	of	women.	Their	lives	are	glances	of	how	they	assume	the	life	in	a	daring	way.	The	novel,	Dear	
life	 portrays	 the	 life	 of	 Alice	Munro	 and	 presents	message	 that	 life	 is	 filled	with	memories	 that	 can	 be	
treasured	in	the	course	of	life.	Every	female	protagonist	deal	with	gender	problems	and	becomes	a	victim	
of	 the	social	constraints.	They	experience	psychological	crisis,	are	controlled	by	memories	of	past.	They	
uphold	human	relations	that	constitute	the	nature	of	being.	Munro	stories	represent	the	rough	and	rough	
average	of	life.	The	stories	indicate	that	aspects	of	oppression	and	struggles	do	not	occur	in	a	vacuum,	but	
they	exist	in	a	tangle	of	various	social,	cultural,	and	individual	forces	which	play	out	in	combination	and	
influence	how	individuals	experience	them	(Shajan	and	Thakur).	
Conclusion	

This	paper	shows	that	the	short	stories	chosen	by	Alice	Munro,	The	Beggar	Maid,	The	Office,	Miles	
City,	Montana,	and	Friend	of	My	Youth	cannot	be	sufficiently	analyzed	with	the	help	of	single-axis	feminism.	
Rather,	 the	 cross-sectional	 approach	 helps	 to	 see	 how	 gender,	 class,	 the	 rural	 culture,	 generational	
memory,	and	psychological	inheritance	interplay	to	create	female	subjectivity.	The	narrative	method,	i.e.	
non-linearity,	and	introspection	that	Munro	employs	is	reflective	of	the	stratified	nature	of	identity	itself.	
Her	fiction	therefore	carries	a	great	contribution	to	intersectional	feminist	literary	criticism	in	which	the	
lives	of	women	are	complicated	negotiation	processes	in	systems	of	power	that	interrelate.	
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