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Abstract:  
This paper explores the intersection of environmentalism and literature in Indian English 
writing, highlighting the role of literary narratives in promoting sustainable development and 
environmental awareness. Through a critical analysis of select works by Indian English authors, 
such as Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things", Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss", and 
Amitav Ghosh's "The Hungry Tide", this study examines the ways in which literature reflects and 
shapes public discourse on environmental issues in India. By examining themes such as 
ecological degradation, climate change, and sustainable development, this paper argues that 
Indian English literature can serve as a powerful tool for promoting environmental 
consciousness and informing policy initiatives aimed at revitalizing India's natural resources 
and ecosystems. The study draws on ecocritical theory and literary analysis to demonstrate the 
significance of environmental themes in Indian English writing and their relevance to achieving 
sustainable development goals in India 
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1.Introduction: 
          The United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasize the importance of 
environmental sustainability in achieving a better future for all. In India, environmental 
degradation and ecological imbalance pose significant challenges to sustainable development. 
Literature, as a reflection of society, can play a crucial role in raising awareness about 
environmental issues and promoting sustainability. This paper explores the representation of 
environmental themes in the selected novels and their implications for India's sustainable 
development and also argues that literature can play a vital role in promoting environmental 
consciousness in contributing to India's sustainable development. 
2. Environmental Themes in the  Selected Novels of Arundhati Roy's “The God of Small 
Things” 
SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities: The novel highlights the struggles of marginalized 
communities, particularly the untouchables, and the caste-based oppression they face. Velutha, 
an untouchable character, is a prime example of this. 
SDG 5: Gender Equality: The story portrays the challenges faced by women in a patriarchal 
society, such as Ammu, who is a divorced woman and a single mother. The novel showcases the 
difficulties women encounter in asserting their rights and independence. 
SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions: The narrative critiques the social and 
political systems that perpetuate injustice and inequality. The novel highlights the need for 
accountability and the importance of challenging oppressive systems. 
SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation and SDG 15: Life on Land: Although not as prominent, 
the novel does touch on environmental themes, such as the degradation of the Meenachal River 
and the interconnectedness of human and environmental well-being. 
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3.Kiran Desai's “The Inheritance of Loss”  
SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities: The novel highlights the struggles of marginalized 
communities, economic disparities, and social inequalities, particularly in the context of 
globalization and post-colonialism. The characters' experiences, such as Biju's struggles in New 
York and the judge's nostalgia for a bygone era, underscore the vast economic and social 
divides. 
SDG 5: Gender Equality: The novel portrays the challenges faced by women in patriarchal 
societies, including subjugation, disappointment, and the quest for liberty and rights. Female 
characters like Sai and the judge's wife grapple with societal expectations and limited 
opportunities, reflecting the broader theme of women's empowerment. 
SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions: The narrative critiques social and political 
systems that perpetuate injustice and inequality, emphasizing the need for accountability and 
the importance of challenging oppressive systems. The Gorkhaland movement serves as a 
backdrop to explore these themes. 
SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth: The novel touches on the difficulties faced by 
migrant workers, like Biju, who struggle to make a living in foreign lands. This highlights issues 
of economic inequality, exploitation, and the quest for better opportunities. 
4.Amitav Ghosh's “The Hungry Tide”  
SDG 14: Life Below Water: The novel explores the Sundarbans' unique ecosystem, highlighting 
the importance of marine conservation and the impact of human activities on the environment. 

The story emphasizes the interconnectedness of human and marine life. 
SDG 13: Climate Action: The narrative touches on the effects of climate change, such as rising 
sea levels and increased flooding, which threaten the Sundarbans' ecosystem and the lives of its 
inhabitants. 
SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities: The novel portrays the struggles of marginalized communities, 
particularly the Morichjhapi massacre, highlighting the historical injustices and ongoing 
disparities faced by these groups. 
SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions: The story critiques the role of institutions 
and governance in protecting or exploiting the environment and its inhabitants. It raises 
questions about justice, power, and the rights of marginalized communities. 
5. Revitalizing India through Literature: Raising awareness about environmental 
degradation and social injustices : 
         The selected novels raise awareness about environmental issues and promote 
sustainability. By exploring the representation of environmental themes in Indian English 
literature, this paper highlights the importance of ecological consciousness in achieving 
sustainable development. 
6.Promoting empathy and understanding of marginalized communities:  
         The study of environmental themes in literature can inspire individuals to adopt 
sustainable practices and promote ecological awareness. By examining the ways in which 
literature reflects and shapes our understanding of the natural world, we can better appreciate 
the role of literature in promoting sustainability. 
7. Inspiring action towards achieving the SDGs:  
         This paper argues that literature can contribute to India's sustainable development by 
promoting environmental consciousness and inspiring action. By exploring the representation 
of environmental themes in Indian English literature, we can gain a deeper understanding of the 
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complex relationships between humans and the environment. The need for sustainable 
development that prioritizes the well-being of both people and the planet 
8.Conclusion: 
          In conclusion, the novels "The God of Small Things" by Arundhati Roy, "The Inheritance of 
Loss" by Kiran Desai, and "The Hungry Tide" by Amitav Ghosh offer powerful explorations of 
environmental and social themes that align with several Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Through their narratives, these authors highlight the complexities of human relationships with 
the environment, the struggles of marginalized communities, and the need for justice, equality, 
and sustainability. 
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