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Abstract: 
The notion of Sustainable development has become a major topic among literati from various 
fields. The word sustainable development has gone through many deviations in its 
demarcations and at present United Nation gives clarification as per 2030 agenda. The United 
Nation also states the three main elements which acts as the main pillars of sustainable 
development. By evaluating the basic and common needs of the living beings the United Nation 
framed 17 Goals which includes all the dimensions to End Poverty, Zero Hunger etc., The 
current status of India in achieving the goals to gain sustainable development is clearly stated 
here. An initiative like banding plastic things, increasing the literate percentage all over the 
country will help to reach the sustainable development goals. The India has focused mainly on 
five pace to attain Sustainable Development Goals. This article explores the importance of 
sustainable development while highlighting the challenges and how to move beyond them to 
reward sustainable development for India 
Keywords: Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development Goals, Awareness. 
  
1. Introduction: 
         Sustainable development is an organizing principle for human life on Earth. It posts a 
desirable future state for human societies in which living conditions and resource-use meet 
human needs without undermining the sustainability of natural ecosystems and the 
environment, so that future generations may also have their needs met. Sustainable 
development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
It contains within it two key concepts: 

• The concept of 'needs', in particular the essential needs of the world's poor, to 
which overriding priority should be given; and 

• The idea of “limitations” imposed by the state of technology and social 
organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future needs. 

         Sustainable development treys to bring together concern for the carrying capacity of 
natural systems with the social and economic challenges faced by humanity. 
         Thus, the goals of economic and social development must be defined in terms of 
sustainability in all countries – developed, developing, or undeveloped country or it includes, 
market-oriented or centrally planned Economy.it includes rich or poor i.c Sustainable 
development is development ensuring the feature and preserving the present. 
2. What is sustainable development in India?  
         Sustainable development can be regarded as a blueprint for a country to achieve economic 
development without compromising its environment and resources for future generations. 

India has been constantly working on balancing rapid economic growth with the need to protect 
its natural resources. The country has rolled out numerous schemes and policies to promote 
renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and green infrastructure. There is a constant effort to 
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reduce poverty and improve living standards to ensure that future generations inherit a healthy 
and thriving environment. 
3. The concept of Sustainable Development 
         To sustain means to support for a prolonged period or to keep an effort going continuously. 

With reference to development, sustainability means to maintain the productivity and wealth of 
our society into the distant future. Yet no past civilization has done this successfully; all reached 
environmental or social limits and collapsed. Now, with the rapid evolution of science and 
technology, humanity has for the first time run up against planetary limits, and we have little 
time left to change course before catastrophic events from climate change and famine to mass 
migrations and wanton corruption, and the resulting political instability, become unbearable. 
         A major problem is with the present economic system, with its materialistic values and 
focus on increasing profits and return on capital, rather than achieving any higher human 
purpose or ensuring well-being for everyone on the planet. For long it ignored the environment 
as an externality. However, as the costs of environmental damage grew, it has been forced to 
acknowledge that there are environmental and social factors that must be considered. 
4. Importance of sustainable development in India  
         Sustainable development is important to protect the environment we live in and save 
resources for future generations. India is a country with 1.4 billion population where there is a 
tough competition to meet basic needs of a healthy lifestyle. Keeping this in mind, sustainable 
development is important to meet the needs of the present generation without compromising 
the needs of future generations. Besides, by working towards sustainable development, India is 
also evolving in the following dimensions.  
5. Sustainable Farming  
         Nearly 50% of India’s population is employed in agriculture. Sustainable development is 
the key to learning how to improve our agricultural practices that meet the needs of future 
generations without depleting enough resources. India is now more keen towards crop rotation, 
organic farming, and efficient seeding techniques, more than ever. These practices are not only 
going to boost productivity but also protect soil and water resources.  
6. Climate Stabilization  
          India is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Sustainable development is 
the major driving force in combating climate change. India is extensively working on reducing 
its use of fossil fuels and growing its adoption of renewable energies. For instance, India has set 
a glorious ambition of achieving 450 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030. This will help 
the country cut down on greenhouse gas emissions and stabilise the climate.  
7. Biodiversity Protection  
         India is home to 7-8% of all recorded species around the globe. However, this wide 
biodiversity is constantly facing the threat of extinction due to rapid industrialisation and 
deforestation. Sustainable development in India case studies help in conserving these natural 
habitats by forcing the country to adopt practices, such as the National Action Plan on 
Biodiversity, to protect the ecosystem and preserve the unique species in the long term.  
8. Economic Stability  
         By working towards sustainable development, India has been encouraging the use of 
renewable energy sources for a very long time. India’s renewable energy sector has been 
constantly growing in size to generate millions of jobs while reducing the country’s dependency 
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on fossil fuels for future generations. This is a direct fusion towards India's financial stability 
and economic resilience. 
9. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in India 
As a part of the United Nations Members States, India has aimed to achieve the following 17 
sustainable development goals by 2030: 

1. No Poverty 

2. Zero hunger 

3. Good health and well-being  

4. Quality education 

5. Gender equality  

6. Clean water and sanitation 

7. Affordable and clean energy  

8. Decent work and economic growth  

9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure  

10. Reduced inequalities  

11. Sustainable cities and communities  

12. Responsible consumption and production  

13. Climate action 

14. Life below water 

15. Life on land 

16. Peace, justice and strong institutions  

17. Partnership for goals  
10. Sustainable Development Schemes Implemented in India  
         India has rolled out many policies and schemes to meet sustainable development goals long 
before joining the United Nations. Here is a list of some schemes that have created a massive 
impact on the country’s effort to meet its sustainable goals by 2030.  

1. New Pension Scheme 

2. Water Supply Scheme 

3. Start-up India Scheme 

4. Employee Pension Scheme 

5. Ayushman Bharat Yojana 

6. National Clean Energy Fund 

7. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

8. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

9. Clean development mechanism projects  

10. Integrated Child Development Scheme 

11. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 

12. Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 

13. Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana 

14. Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana Yojana 

15. State Action Plans on Climate Change 

16. National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change 
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17. Integrated Child Development Scheme - ICDS 

18. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

19. Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana - Saubhagya 

20. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 

21. Ocean Services, Modelling, Applications, Resources and Technology (O-SMART) 
11. Challenges of sustainable development in India  
India is currently facing major challenges towards meeting its SDG goals by 2030.  

A. Large population  
India’s large and growing population constantly challenges its effort to combat the over-

exploitation of natural resources and environmental degradation.  

B. Poverty and inequality 
There is a significant level of difference present between different regions and communities in 
India. Even some rural areas still lack basic resources like clean water, sanitation, and basic 
healthcare facilities – putting India way back than other progressing countries.  

C. Environmental degradation  
As a growing country, India is still experiencing large-scale deforestation in agriculture, urban 
development and industrialisation. This is in direct opposition to India’s plan to protect the loss 
of biodiversity and avoid disruption of the ecosystem.  
12. How to achieve sustainable development in India  
        The Indian government has been constantly working towards achieving sustainable 
development through various schemes and yojanas. But as a responsible citizen, we can aid in 
the process by working on the following dimensions: 

A. Renewable energy  
People should invest more in solar and wind energies to meet their daily energy quota in the 
long term. This would require extensive use of solar panels and wind turbines in both urban and 
rural areas.  

B. Sustainable agriculture  
Organic farming should receive more promotion and adaptability amongst the farmers to reduce 
the use of toxic chemical fertilisers and pesticides. Farmers should focus more on water-efficient 
irrigation techniques like drip irrigation and rainwater harvesting to overcome water shortages 
in the future.  

C. Water conservation 
Not only farmers but also people living in rural and urban areas should work towards water 
harvesting to replenish the groundwater level and provide safe and clean water to future 
generations.  

D. Waste management  
More people need to be aware of waste management techniques to minimise waste generation 
and convert waste into usable energy.  
13. Sustainable urban development  
         The country needs more green buildings powered by energy-efficient materials and 
technologies to reduce the load on grids producing energy from non-renewable sources. 
India's rank in sustainable development index  
As per the SDG Index Rank report available on the official website, India is ranking at 109th 
position out of 166 countries.   
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The SDG Index Score is 63.99 %, which indicates the percentage of total SDG goals achieved by 
the country as of now.  
The overall SDG score for the country has improved from 66 in 2020-21 to 71 in 2023-24.  
         The Spillover Score is 95.74%, which indicates that India’s actions towards achieving the 
SDG goals can have a positive impact on other countries’ ability to achieve their sustainable 
development goals.  
Out of all 17 goals, India has made commendable progress in the following goals:  

1. Goals 1 (No Poverty) 

2. Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) 

3. Goal 13 (Climate Action) 

4. Goal 15 (Life on  Land) 

5. Goal 13 has recorded the highest increase in score in 2023-24 from 2020-21, followed 
by Goal 1.   

However, the country needs to gain its rank when it comes to achieving major challenges in the 
areas of climate action and sustainable cities and communities.  
Scores in five of the SDG goals stagnate or increase at less than 50% of the required rate, 
whereas eight of the SDG goals are moderately improve.  
14. Conclusion 
         As to end poverty, to bring zero hunger, to maintain peace in the overall world, to keep 
healthy environment by maintaining sanitation condition the Goals of Sustainable Development 
helps a lot. The pillar of Sustainability ensures all dynamics for achieving Sustainable 
Development. If population is in a stable level, then the sustainable development can be 
automatically improvised. Social contact, a sense of communication, fertility of soil, safety from 
diseases is some of the outcomes of Sustainable Development. 
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