International Journal of Academic Research P-ISSN: 2348-7666: Impact Factor: 6.023
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Homepage: https://www.ijar.org.in/

Attribution 4.0 International License [CC BY 4.0] Volume-12, Issue-3(3), Jul-Sep-2025
DIGITAL FEMINISUM
Bharathi M.T.

Associate Professor of Political Science, GFGC, Kadur, Chikmagalure

Abstract:

This paper examines how contemporary Indian Literature contributes to the discourse on
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as catalysts for India’s revitalization and transformation.
Through a comparative analysis of Shobha De’s urban narratives and Perumal Murugan’s rural
fiction, the study demonstrates how literary resistance aligns with three critical SDGs: Gender
Equality (SDG 5), Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10), and Climate Action (SDG 13). De’s Socialite
Evenings and Starry Nights expose systemic gender barriers in metropolitan India, epitomized
by protagonists who challenge patriarchal norms-“I didn’t want to be a good daughter-in-law, I
wanted to be a person.” These narratives mirror SDG 5’s imperative for women’s
empowerment in India’s urban transformation. Conversely, Murugan’s One Part Woman
reveals how caste-based exclusion (“There was no room in this world for a barren woman”)
perpetuates rural inequalities (SDG 10), while Poonachi allegorizes the climate crisis through its
depiction of ecological precarity (“Water was rationed even for the animals”), addressing SDG
13’s urgency. This paper argues that these contrasting literary worlds—one reflecting India’s
globalizing cities, the other its marginalized countryside—converge in their critique of
development challenges. Their shared defiance offers unique insights for India’s SDG
implementation, suggesting that literary narratives can diagnose structural obstacles to
sustainable development, amplify marginalized voices in policy discussions, and imagine
culturally grounded solutions for India’s transformation. By bridging literary analysis with
development studies, this research highlights fiction’s underutilized potential in SDG advocacy,
particularly for India’s unique urban-rural dynamics
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INTRODUCTION:

Digital Feminism refers to the use of digital platforms, technologies, and online spaces to
promote feminist ideas, gender equality, and women’s rights. With the growth of the internet,
social media, and digital tools, feminism has found new ways to connect, mobilize, and empower
individuals across the world. Unlike earlier waves of feminism that relied heavily on physical
gatherings, publications, or traditional media, digital feminism thrives in virtual spaces, where
voices that were once marginalized can now be heard widely.It includes online campaigns,
hashtags, blogs, digital art, podcasts, and social media activism that highlight issues such as
gender discrimination, workplace inequality, sexual harassment, body positivity, and
representation.

Digital Feminism is the modern form of feminism that uses the internet, social media, and
digital technology to promote gender equality and women’s rights. Unlike traditional
movements, it spreads messages quickly through platforms like Twitter, Instagram, YouTube,
and blogs. Digital feminism is not limited to activism alone; it also reshapes academic debates,
cultural narratives, and policymaking by challenging stereotypes and giving rise to inclusive
conversations. However, it also faces challenges like online harassment, cyberbullying, digital
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divides, and issues of accessibility.In essence, digital feminism represents a new wave of
feminist thought and action in the z21st century—where technology becomes both a tool for
liberation and a space for resistance against gender-based inequalities. This movement gives
women a global voice, helps raise awareness about issues like harassment, discrimination, and
body shaming, and creates solidarity across borders. At the same time, it faces challenges such
as cyberbullying, trolling, and unequal access to technology. In short, digital feminism is a new
wave of feminist activism in the 21st century that combines technology with the struggle for
gender justice.

To study the opportunities provided by digital spaces for women’s empowerment and
global solidarity.To explore the challenges faced by digital feminism, including online
harassment, cyberbullying, and digital divide.To evaluate the relevance of digital feminism in
shaping policies, cultural narratives, and academic discussions on gender issues.To examine the
role of digital platforms (social media, blogs, online campaigns) in spreading feminist ideas and
movements.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE:

Digital Feminism, also called online feminism or cyberfeminism, has become a powerful
tool for advancing gender equality in the modern era. Scholars and researchers have studied its
role in activism, awareness, and empowerment across the globe.

Banet-Weiser (2018) in Empowered: Popular Feminism and Popular Misogyny explains
how digital platforms have allowed feminist messages to circulate widely but also attract
backlash in the form of online misogyny.

Keller, Mendes, and Ringrose (2018) highlight how online feminist campaigns such as
#MeToo and EverydaySexism have created spaces for women to share experiences of
harassment and discrimination, bringing private issues into public debate.
Munro (2013) describes digital feminism as the “fourth wave of feminism,” characterized by
the use of social media, blogs, and online communities to challenge sexism and mobilize
collective action.
Shaw (2016) emphasizes that digital spaces provide marginalized voices—including women
from diverse backgrounds—an opportunity to be heard, although digital divides still limit
participation for many.
Baer (2016) notes that hashtag feminism has transformed the way feminist politics operate by
using viral campaigns to foster solidarity, though it can sometimes remain symbolic without
structural change.
From the Indian context, Roy (2020) points out that digital feminism in India has emerged
strongly through movements like the #MeToolndia campaign, where women in media,
academia, and workplaces exposed harassment, reshaping gender discourses in the country.
Overall, the literature suggests that digital feminism has expanded feminist activism beyond
geographical boundaries, making it more participatory, immediate, and visible. However,
scholars also stress the persistent issues of online abuse, trolling, and lack of inclusivity due to
socio-economic and digital access barriers.
METHODOLOGY:
The present study on Digital Feminism adopts a qualitative and descriptive research design to
understand the role, impact, and challenges of digital platforms in feminist activism.
1. Research Design

e The study is descriptive and analytical in nature.
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e It is based on the review of existing literature, online feminist movements, and digital
campaigns.
2. Sources of Data
e Primary Data: Limited use (if applicable) through online surveys or interviews with
women activists, students, and social media users to capture perceptions of digital
feminism.
¢ Secondary Data:
o Published research articles, books, and journals on feminism and digital
activism.
o Online reports, blogs, and feminist websites.
o Case studies of campaigns such as #MeToo, #TimesUp, #EverydaySexism,
and #HeForShe.
3. Data Collection Tools

e Content analysis of social media campaigns (Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube).
e Review of scholarly articles and conference proceedings.
e Observation of online feminist discourse in public forums and digital media.
4. Sampling (if using primary data)
e Sample Size: Around 50-100 respondents (students, teachers, activists, professionals).

¢ Sampling Method: Purposive sampling (selecting participants actively engaged in or

aware of online feminist movements).
5. Data Analysis

¢ (Qualitative content analysis of campaigns and narratives.

e Thematic analysis to identify recurring issues (empowerment, harassment, solidarity,
digital divide).

e Comparative study of global and Indian digital feminist movements.

6. Limitations of Methodology

e Dependence on secondary sources may limit originality.

e Online surveys may exclude women without internet access.

¢ Findings may not represent all social or cultural contexts.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:
The analysis of literature, online campaigns, and case studies reveals the following key findings:

1. Increased Visibility of Feminism - Digital platforms have provided women and
marginalized groups with global visibility. Campaigns such as #MeToo, #TimesUp,
#HeForShe, and EverydaySexism reached millions of users and created global
conversations around gender equality.

2. Participation and Empowerment - social media enables ordinary women, not just
activists or scholars, to share personal experiences and contribute to feminist discourse,
thereby democratizing the movement.

3. Policy and Institutional Impact - Online feminist movements have influenced workplace
policies, legal discussions, and media narratives. For example, after the #MeToo
movement in India, several organizations strengthened internal complaints committees
against harassment.
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4. Intersectionality in Practice - Digital feminism has amplified the voices of LGBTQ+
communities, minority women, and marginalized groups, showing that feminism is no
longer limited to elite or urban spaces.

5. Challenges Identified - Despite positive outcomes, online harassment, trolling,
cyberbullying, and the digital divide remain significant barriers to full participation.
Women from rural and economically weaker backgrounds often lack access to these
digital movements.

Discussion:

The findings suggest that digital feminism represents a transformative phase in feminist
activism, often considered part of the “fourth wave” of feminism. Unlike earlier waves, which
were more localized, digital feminism is characterized by speed, global reach, and inclusivity.
However, scholars caution that while online activism raises awareness, it may not always lead to
structural or systemic change. The phenomenon of “hashtag activism” sometimes remains
symbolic, without translating into concrete reforms. Moreover, the digital divide creates
inequality—urban and educated women are overrepresented, while rural voices remain under-
amplified.

Another important point is the double-edged nature of digital spaces. On one hand, they
empower women and amplify marginalized voices; on the other hand, they expose women to
digital violence, trolling, and misogyny, which can silence activism.

Overall, the study shows that digital feminism has opened new possibilities for feminist dialogue
and activism but also highlights the need for stronger legal frameworks, digital literacy, and
inclusive policies to ensure equitable participation.

CONCLUSION:

Digital Feminism represents a new wave of feminist activism that has transformed the way
gender issues are discussed, debated, and challenged in society. By using digital platforms such
as social media, blogs, podcasts, and online campaigns, feminism has gained greater visibility,
wider participation, and global solidarity. Movements like #MeToo, #TimesUp, and #HeForShe
have shown how individual voices, when amplified online, can create powerful collective action.

At the same time, the study reveals that digital feminism faces several challenges,
including online harassment, trolling, cyberbullying, and the digital divide, which limit its
inclusivity and impact. While it has successfully raised awareness and influenced certain policy
and workplace reforms, the long-term effectiveness of digital campaigns in bringing structural
change still requires further exploration.

Thus, digital feminism can be seen as both an opportunity and a challenge—a powerful
tool for empowerment and awareness, yet one that needs stronger support systems, digital
literacy, and inclusive access to ensure that all voices are heard.

In conclusion, digital feminism is not merely an online trend but a significant social
movement of the 21st century that continues to shape conversations on equality, justice, and
women'’s rights across the globe.
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