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Abstract:

The evolution of democratic decentralization in India, catalyzed by the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, has significantly reshaped rural governance by institutionalizing Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs) as the foundation of grassroots democracy. This Act aimed to empower
local governments at the village, intermediate, and district levels, enabling communities to make
decisions and manage their own resources. However, alongside the rise of PRIs, there has been
an increasing involvement of parallel bodies such as Grama Sachivalayams, Self-Help Groups
(SHGs), and Community-Based Organizations (CBOs), which have led to notable changes and
challenges in governance frameworks. While these parallel bodies play a crucial role in
promoting rural development, they often function in isolation or with overlapping
responsibilities, creating issues of coordination and resource allocation.

This paper delves into the role and relevance of these parallel bodies in the rural governance
landscape, examining their contributions to community welfare, poverty alleviation, and service
delivery. It explores how entities like Grama Sachivalayams (village secretariats) help provide
government services at the grassroots level and how Self-Help Groups contribute to economic
empowerment, especially for marginalized communities. Additionally, the paper investigates
how Community-Based Organizations facilitate social change and community participation in
rural development.

The study also assesses the role of Rural E-Governance initiatives, regional rural banks, and the
District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) in fostering sustainable growth through financial
inclusion and infrastructure development. Moreover, committees under centrally and state-
sponsored schemes have been analyzed to evaluate their effectiveness in implementing rural
development programs.

By drawing on the contrasting visions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi on
decentralized governance, the paper argues for the need to foster better coordination and
collaboration between PRIs and parallel bodies. Only through such integration can the
objectives of democratic decentralization be fully realized, strengthening governance and
ensuring inclusive rural development across India.

Key Words: Democratic Decentralization, Panchayati Raj Institutions, Rural Governance, Grama
Sachivalayam, Self-Help Groups, Rural E-Governance, Community-Based Organizations, District
Rural Development Agency, Sustainable Growth, Coordination, Accountability, Inclusive
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Introduction

India’s rural governance system underwent a significant transformation with the enactment of
the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act in 1992, which institutionalized the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) at the village, intermediate, and district levels. These institutions were
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established as the cornerstone of grassroots democracy in India. The decentralization of power
was designed to ensure better local governance and more equitable distribution of resources.
However, while PRIs were supposed to empower local communities, the increasing involvement
of parallel bodies such as Grama Sachivalayams (Village Secretariats), Self-Help Groups (SHGs),
and Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) has raised questions about their effectiveness in
rural governance and the coordination between these various bodies.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi held contrasting views on decentralization. Ambedkar,
in his criticism of traditional rural power structures, viewed decentralization as a means to
eliminate social injustices, particularly caste discrimination. For him, centralized governance
was necessary to ensure the welfare of marginalized communities, especially the Dalits, who
were often oppressed by local village elites. In contrast, Gandhi advocated for gram swaraj or
village self-rule, believing that India's true strength lay in its villages. Gandhi saw rural
institutions as moral, self-sufficient entities that could foster social harmony and economic
independence.

This this paper explores the role and relevance of various parallel bodies in rural governance,
evaluating their interactions with pris and their impact on democratic decentralization. it argues
that while bodies like grama sachivalayams, shgs, and cbos contribute to rural development,
their lack of coordination often undermines efficiency. through case studies, the paper
demonstrates how integrating these bodies with pris can address governance gaps, offering a
balanced approach that reconciles ambedkar’s focus on social justice with gandhi’s vision of self-
reliant villages.

Democratic Decentralization

Democratic decentralization refers to the transfer of power from central or state governments
to local institutions to foster more participatory governance. India’s system of democratic
decentralization is intended to enhance local participation in decision-making processes and
ensure that government policies are better aligned with the needs of the people. The 73rd
Constitutional Amendment Act marked a significant milestone in India's pursuit of
decentralization by constitutionalizing the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for decentralization was deeply rooted in his quest for social
justice. He criticized the traditional rural power structures, which he believed perpetuated
ignorance, narrow-mindedness, and communalism. For Ambedkar, these traditional panchayats
often represented the caste-based hierarchies that oppressed marginalized communities,
particularly Dalits. His vision for decentralization was aimed at empowering Dalits and
providing them equal access to political and economic resources, thus ensuring the democratic
representation of oppressed sections of society. Ambedkar’s approach was deeply aligned with
his belief that the state should intervene to guarantee social justice and equality.
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In contrast, Mahatma Gandhi’s perspective on decentralization was more optimistic about the
inherent goodness of rural communities. Gandhi’s concept of gram swaraj (village self-rule)
revolved around the idea that India’s strength lay in the autonomy of its villages. For Gandhi,
decentralization was not only about the distribution of power but also about fostering moral
and ethical growth. He viewed the panchayat system as an instrument of non-violent social
transformation, where the village community would come together to promote self-sufficiency,
social harmony, and moral development. Gandhi believed that decentralization would allow
rural communities to govern themselves in a manner that would be both equitable and
sustainable.

Despite their differences, both Ambedkar and Gandhi recognized the importance of empowering
rural India. While Gandhi emphasized the virtues of local self-rule and communal unity,
Ambedkar focused on structural reforms to address social inequalities. The implementation of
the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act attempted to merge these two visions by empowering
local governments while simultaneously ensuring that vulnerable and marginalized sections of
society were adequately represented.

However, the dynamics of decentralization have been complicated by the proliferation of
parallel bodies. Grama Sachivalayams, SHGs, and CBOs are often seen as complementary to PRIs,
but their lack of coordination can lead to inefficiencies. These bodies, while contributing to rural
development, can sometimes create redundancies or work at cross-purposes with PRIs.

Local Government and Local Governance

Local government in India refers to the formal, institutionalized structures of governance, such
as the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) at the village, intermediate, and district levels. These
bodies have legal and constitutional authority to govern at the grassroots level. Local
governance, on the other hand, is a broader concept that includes not only the formal
institutions of local government but also the informal processes and relationships that influence
decision-making at the local level. This can include interactions between the government,
citizens, civil society organizations, and informal leaders.

The role of local government is critical in ensuring the efficient delivery of services such as
education, healthcare, sanitation, and infrastructure in rural areas. In rural India, where access
to basic services is often limited, the effective functioning of local governments can significantly
improve living standards. Local governments are responsible for formulating and implementing
policies that address the specific needs of rural populations.

Local governance, however, involves a wider range of actors. It includes the efforts of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), community-based organizations (CBOs), and Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) that often work alongside PRIs. These non-governmental actors can play a
crucial role in capacity building, resource mobilization, and community empowerment. They
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also help bridge the gap between the government and the local population, particularly in areas
where government services may be inadequate or ineffective.

However, local governance in India faces significant challenges. Coordination issues between
various actors, including PRIs, NGOs, and CBOs, are common. Often, these organizations work in
silos, leading to overlaps in functions and inefficiencies in the implementation of development
schemes. For example, while SHGs may work to promote financial inclusion and empowerment
among rural women, the absence of effective communication and coordination with PRIs can
undermine their impact.

Local governance also faces challenges related to accountability. Many PRIs suffer from a lack of
transparency, which undermines their effectiveness and public trust. Furthermore, resource
constraints at the local level can hinder the ability of local governments to carry out their
responsibilities effectively. In many cases, financial dependency on state and central
governments limits the autonomy of local institutions.

Constitutional and Legal Framework for Rural Governance

The Constitutional and legal framework of rural governance in India is shaped by a variety of
legislative measures aimed at empowering local governments and ensuring their autonomy. The
73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, passed in 1992, is the most significant legal framework for
rural governance. It mandates the creation of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) at three levels—
village, intermediate, and district—and outlines their powers and functions. The Amendment
also mandates reservations for women, Scheduled Castes (SCs), and Scheduled Tribes (STs) in
local governance bodies to ensure greater representation for marginalized communities.

The Act aims to decentralize administrative power and make local governments more
responsive to the needs of the rural population. It grants PRIs authority over key areas such as
rural development, sanitation, agriculture, and public health. However, despite the
constitutional backing, the full implementation of the 73rd Amendment has faced several
hurdles. Many states have been slow to devolve powers and resources to local bodies, and the
institutional capacity of PRIs to carry out their functions remains weak.

Furthermore, while the legal framework provides the constitutional foundation for
decentralization, it does not always guarantee that local governments will have the necessary
financial resources to effectively implement policies. Many PRIs are underfunded, leading to
challenges in fulfilling their responsibilities and creating sustainable development outcomes.

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, passed in 1992, was a watershed moment in India's
journey toward decentralization and inclusive governance. The amendment laid the foundation
for a three-tier system of governance at the grassroots level Gram Panchayats, Panchayat
Samitis, and Zila Parishads spanning the village, intermediate, and district levels. These local
bodies were granted the constitutional status, making them pivotal players in India's democratic
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structure. The Act aims to foster local democracy, ensuring that local governance is closely
aligned with the needs of rural communities.

The Act mandates the devolution of power to the Gram Panchayat (village-level body), giving it
the authority to manage local resources, implement government schemes, and oversee the
welfare of rural communities. Key features of the Act include reservations for women, Scheduled
Castes (SCs), and Scheduled Tribes (STs) in local bodies, promoting inclusive representation.
These provisions were designed to empower marginalized sections of society, giving them a
voice in governance and decision-making processes.

However, despite its noble intentions, the 73rd Amendment has faced challenges in its
implementation. While many states have taken steps to form Panchayats at the village level,
there has been a lag in devolution of powers. Financial autonomy for local governments remains
limited, as the central and state governments retain control over major financial decisions. In
some cases, local governments have not been allocated adequate resources to carry out their
duties effectively, leaving them unable to meet the growing demands of rural development.

Furthermore, institutional capacity remains a significant barrier to the success of the 73rd
Amendment. Local government bodies often struggle with a lack of trained personnel,
insufficient infrastructure, and limited access to technology, which hinders their ability to
effectively manage rural governance.

Despite these challenges, the 73rd Amendment has nonetheless laid the foundation for
grassroots democracy and has empowered millions of rural Indians. In some states, such as
Kerala, Karnataka, and Madhya Pradesh, the implementation of the Amendment has led to
significant improvements in local governance, especially with respect to women's participation
in politics.

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) are central to the functioning of rural governance in India.
They serve as the primary channels through which democratic governance and rural
development are carried out. PRIs consist of Gram Panchayats at the village level, Panchayat
Samitis at the block or intermediate level, and Zila Parishads at the district level. Each of these
bodies is responsible for implementing various development schemes, overseeing local
administration, and ensuring the welfare of rural populations.

The role of Gram Panchayats is especially significant, as they are the closest form of government
to rural citizens. They are tasked with managing local resources, providing services like water,
sanitation, health, and education, and ensuring that government welfare schemes reach the
intended beneficiaries. As the primary institutions of local governance, Gram Panchayats are
critical in promoting participatory democracy and enabling local communities to shape their
own futures.
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However, PRIs face several challenges in fulfilling their responsibilities. One of the key issues is
resource allocation. In many cases, Gram Panchayats are underfunded, making it difficult for
them to implement development projects effectively. Additionally, bureaucratic inefficiencies,
combined with political interference at the local level, hinder the smooth functioning of these
institutions.

Another challenge is the issue of power dynamics within local governance structures. In many
cases, local elites dominate the functioning of Panchayats, sidelining the voices of marginalized
groups, particularly women, Dalits, and tribals. The reservation of seats for these groups in
Panchayats was intended to promote greater inclusivity, but in practice, these groups often face
resistance from entrenched power structures.

Despite these challenges, PRIs have been instrumental in promoting decentralized decision-
making and empowering rural communities. In states like Kerala and West Bengal, PRIs have
played a pivotal role in poverty alleviation, healthcare delivery, and educational reforms,
demonstrating the potential of decentralized governance when adequately supported.

Rural E-Governance

Rural E-Governance initiatives have emerged as crucial tools in enhancing the efficiency,
transparency, and accessibility of governance in rural India. These initiatives leverage
information and communication technology (ICT) to provide better access to government
services, streamline service delivery, and foster citizen engagement. Digital platforms for rural
governance have been pivotal in reducing bureaucratic red tape, curbing corruption, and
ensuring that welfare programs reach the grassroots level.

One of the most significant e-governance initiatives in rural India is the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), which employs a digital platform to track the
disbursement of wages, monitor progress, and ensure transparency. Similarly, land record
digitization and e-pension systems have significantly improved access to crucial services,
especially for marginalized communities in rural areas.

The use of technology has also enhanced the accountability of local government bodies. By
making information about government schemes, budgets, and decision-making processes
available online, citizens can hold Panchayats and other local institutions accountable for their
actions.

However, the implementation of e-governance in rural India faces challenges such as digital
illiteracy, internet connectivity issues, and inadequate infrastructure. The digital divide remains
a significant barrier to the full realization of e-governance’s potential, as rural areas often lack
the necessary infrastructure to support widespread digital engagement.
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Despite these hurdles, rural e-governance has shown great promise in improving service
delivery, transparency, and citizen participation, thereby contributing to better governance
outcomes in rural India.

Grama Sachivalayam (Village Secretariat)

The introduction of Grama Sachivalayams (Village Secretariats) in states like Andhra Pradesh
represents a significant step towards improving rural governance and service delivery at the
grassroots level. These village secretariats are designed to serve as single-window systems that
offer a variety of public services to rural citizens, including the issuance of certificates,
distribution of welfare benefits, and handling other administrative tasks.

The Grama Sachivalayams are intended to bridge the gap between citizens and government
agencies by providing easy access to services without the need for bureaucratic intermediaries.
In theory, this should reduce corruption and delays in service delivery. In practice, however,
challenges remain. Coordination issues between the village secretariats and Panchayats have
sometimes led to confusion regarding the division of responsibilities. Furthermore, the
autonomy of Panchayats can be undermined by the centralization of administrative functions in
the Grama Sachivalayams.

Despite these challenges, the Grama Sachivalayams have made significant strides in improving
access to public services in rural areas. By providing a centralized platform for administrative
functions, they have helped increase efficiency and reduce delays in service delivery.

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Community-Based Organizations (CBOs)
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and community-based organizations (CBOs) play a
crucial role in rural governance by facilitating community participation, capacity building, and
resource mobilization. These organizations often work in partnership with Panchayats and
other local bodies to implement government schemes, promote social awareness, and support
rural development initiatives.

One of the primary roles of NGOs and CBOs is to empower marginalized communities,
particularly women, Dalits, and tribal groups, by providing them with the tools and knowledge
they need to participate in decision-making processes. Through initiatives such as microcredit
schemes, health education programs, and community leadership training, these organizations
contribute to building the social capital necessary for sustainable development.

NGOs and CBOs have also been instrumental in fostering local governance innovation by
creating platforms for community dialogue, involving citizens in governance, and holding local
governments accountable. However, challenges such as funding limitations, sustainability
issues, and over-dependence on donor funding can limit the effectiveness of these organizations.
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Committees of Centrally Sponsored and State-Sponsored Schemes

India’s rural development landscape is heavily shaped by centrally sponsored schemes (CSS)
and state-sponsored schemes, which are implemented through the Panchayats and other local
bodies. These schemes cover a wide range of sectors, including education, health, agriculture,
and infrastructure development.

At the heart of these schemes are various committees that are responsible for monitoring,
evaluation, and implementation. Centrally sponsored schemes often come with guidelines and
directives from the central government, but their execution is left to state governments and local
bodies. This creates a complex system of governance where coordination between the different
levels of government is essential for the success of these programs.

While some centrally sponsored schemes, such as the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) and
the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), have had a significant positive impact, challenges
related to overlapping functions, delays in disbursement of funds, and bureaucratic inefficiency
have hindered the optimal implementation of these schemes.

Here are the relevant case studies for each of the sub-themes:

1. Democratic Decentralization

Case Study: Kerala's Decentralization Process (1996 onwards)

Kerala’s People’s Plan Campaign (1996) is a pioneering example of democratic decentralization
in India. The state decentralized its planning and development process by strengthening
Panchayats at the village, block, and district levels. This initiative emphasized local decision-
making, people’s participation in governance, and resource allocation at the grassroots level.
The campaign led to increased transparency, local ownership of development projects, and
empowerment of women. Kerala’s model is considered a success in fostering democratic
decentralization, where decentralized institutions have helped improve health, education, and
infrastructure outcomes.

2. Local Government

Case Study: Punjab’s Rural Local Governance and Empowerment (2000s)

Punjab has made significant strides in strengthening local government institutions, especially
after the 73rd Amendment. The state implemented reforms that empowered Gram Panchayats
to manage local resources and development projects. In areas like water supply and waste
management, Panchayats in Punjab were successful in enhancing service delivery. This case
study demonstrates how grassroots governance can improve basic services by empowering
local institutions.
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3. Local Governance

Case Study: Tamil Nadu’s Local Governance System (1990s onwards)

In Tamil Nadu, local governance was strengthened through active reforms and the devolution of
funds to local bodies. The state’s “Chief Minister's Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme”
(launched in 2009) targeted local governance systems to ensure health coverage for rural
populations. By allowing local authorities to manage and distribute funds for healthcare, Tamil
Nadu improved the accessibility of healthcare services to underserved rural areas.

4. Constitutional and Legal Framework

Case Study: The Legal Framework for Panchayati Raj in Rajasthan

Rajasthan’s legal framework for Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) has undergone continuous
improvement since the 73rd Amendment. The state’s Panchayati Raj Act (1994) and its
subsequent reforms sought to empower local bodies by enhancing the legal recognition of PRIs
and making them more accountable. Rajasthan has been successful in facilitating women’s
representation at the local level through a substantial number of reserved seats for women in
rural areas. This legal framework has allowed Rajasthan to achieve significant social and
economic development, particularly in rural empowerment.

5. 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act

Case Study: Andhra Pradesh - A Successful Implementation of the 73rd Amendment
Andhra Pradesh implemented the provisions of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act quite
successfully. In the state, the Gram Panchayats were not only granted administrative powers but
were also made financially independent to some extent. Andhra Pradesh is known for its
progressive approach to women’s political empowerment, with a high number of female
representatives in local governance. Moreover, the state's efforts in decentralized planning
under the 73rd Amendment enabled effective resource mobilization at the local level.

6. Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

Case Study: West Bengal’s Rural Development through PRIs

West Bengal has been a leader in promoting Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) as effective
agents of local governance. The state’s approach has been centered around participatory
planning, with PRIs playing an integral role in implementing government welfare schemes and
social programs. A notable example is the Sundarbans region, where PRIs have successfully
collaborated with local communities to implement flood control measures and sustainable
agricultural practices, showing that PRIs can significantly contribute to both development and
disaster management.

7. Rural E-Governance

Case Study: Andhra Pradesh’s E-Governance Initiative - e-Seva

Andhra Pradesh pioneered the implementation of e-Governance with its e-Seva initiative, a one-
stop digital platform for delivering public services to citizens. It allowed rural citizens to access
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services such as payment of bills, application for certificates, and employment registrations
online. The e-Seva centers were especially effective in providing transparency in the delivery of
services and reducing corruption by making processes more visible and accountable.

8. Grama Sachivalayam (Village Secretariat)

Case Study: Andhra Pradesh’s Grama Sachivalayam Model

The Grama Sachivalayam system introduced in Andhra Pradesh in 2019 is a unique initiative
aimed at improving local governance by setting up village secretariats that act as the single
point of contact for citizens to access government services. By providing services like pension
schemes, healthcare benefits, and education services, Grama Sachivalayams have improved
efficiency and citizen satisfaction in rural areas. This case study highlights how decentralized
service delivery can lead to better governance outcomes.

9. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Case Study: SEWA - Self-Employed Women's Association

The Self-Employed Women'’s Association (SEWA) in Gujarat is a prominent NGO that has worked
for the empowerment of women, particularly in rural areas. Through its work, SEWA has
focused on economic independence, social justice, and improving the livelihoods of marginalized
women. SEWA's cooperative model has empowered rural women to come together, access
financial services, and create sustainable enterprises, showing how NGOs can complement
government initiatives for rural development.

10. Community-Based Organizations (CBOs)

Case Study: Barefoot College in Rajasthan

Barefoot College, founded in Rajasthan, is a Community-Based Organization (CBO) focused on
empowering rural communities, particularly women, through solar energy projects. The
organization trains women from rural areas to become solar engineers, equipping them with
skills to install and maintain solar panels. This initiative has significantly improved energy
access in rural communities while providing women with employment opportunities and a
sense of empowerment.

11. Committees of Centrally Sponsored Schemes

Case Study: MGNREGA - Monitoring Committees in Bihar

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has been one of
India’s flagship centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) aimed at providing employment to rural
households. In Bihar, the monitoring committees formed under MGNREGA have played an
essential role in ensuring transparency and effective implementation of the scheme. By using
local committees to monitor the scheme, Bihar has been able to reduce leakages, ensure
accountability, and guarantee fair distribution of wages.
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12. Committees of State Sponsored Schemes

Case Study: Kerala’s Kudumbashree Project

Kudumbashree is a state-sponsored scheme initiated in Kerala to empower women through
micro-enterprise development. The local committees formed under Kudumbashree have
empowered needy women to form self-help groups (SHGs), giving them access to credit and
skills training. Kudumbashree has been recognized for its success in poverty reduction and
creating entrepreneurship opportunities for women, while simultaneously contributing to rural
development and community welfare.

13. Society for Elimination of Rural Poverty (SERP)

Case Study: Andhra Pradesh’s SERP and Rural Poverty Alleviation

SERP in Andhra Pradesh has played a crucial role in poverty alleviation by focusing on
empowering women and promoting community-based initiatives. By utilizing self-help groups
and facilitating access to micro-finance, SERP has helped rural populations improve their
income levels and standard of living. The program has contributed to a reduction in poverty and
economic exclusion in rural Andhra Pradesh.

14. Self Help Groups (SHGs)

Case Study: Tamil Nadu’s Self Help Group Model

Tamil Nadu has successfully implemented a network of Self Help Groups (SHGs) to provide
credit, skills training, and social empowerment to rural women. The state’s SHG program has
enabled women to participate in economic activities such as agriculture, handicrafts, and small-
scale enterprises. Tamil Nadu’s SHGs have contributed significantly to women’s economic
empowerment and have led to a decline in rural poverty.

15. Regional Rural Banks

Case Study: NABARD and Regional Rural Banks in Uttar Pradesh

The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has played a key role in
establishing Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) in Uttar Pradesh. These RRBs have provided financial
inclusion and credit access to rural communities, facilitating agricultural development and small
business loans. This case study highlights how RRBs contribute to economic growth by
providing much-needed financial resources to rural entrepreneurs and farmers.

16. District Rural Development Agency (DRDA)

Case Study: DRDA’s Role in Bihar’s Rural Development

In Bihar, the District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) has been instrumental in implementing
rural development programs, including MGNREGA, land reforms, and rural infrastructure
projects. The DRDA'’s efforts have been pivotal in improving livelihoods, creating employment
opportunities, and enhancing basic infrastructure in Bihar's rural areas.

Conclusion

54



International Journal of Academic Research P-ISSN: 2348-7666: Impact Factor: 6.023
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Homepage: https://www.ijar.org.in/
Attribution 4.0 International License [CC BY 4.0] Volume-12, Issue-1(3), Jan-Mar-2025

The evolution of rural governance in India, driven by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment and
the increasing involvement of parallel bodies like Grama Sachivalayams, SHGs, and CBOs,
represents a critical phase in India's journey towards democratic decentralization. While
significant progress has been made, the challenges of coordination, resource allocation, and
capacity building persist.

To enhance the effectiveness of rural governance, it is imperative to redefine the roles of
different bodies, improve institutional capacity, and foster better collaboration between PRIs,
NGOs, and community organizations. A more integrated approach to governance, where e-
governance tools are combined with strong local leadership and community participation, can
provide a more holistic and sustainable model for rural development.

Revisiting the principles laid down by Ambedkar and Gandhi on decentralization and rural
governance offers valuable insights. While Ambedkar emphasized the need for state
intervention to ensure social justice, Gandhi’s vision of gram swaraj advocates for moral and
ethical governance at the village level. Striking a balance between these two perspectives will be
key to achieving a more inclusive and accountable system of rural governance in India.
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